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At a meeting of the General Assembly of the State of TARRAA ie 
and held at Knoxville, on Saturday, the thirtieth day of July, one thou~ „ 
sand seven kundred and ninety-six, in pursuance of a requisition from ! 
his Excellency the ome in his Proclamation bearing date the fourth 


of July, 1796, 


* 
- 


HE following members appeared and took their seats, viz. 
` Blount county; Mr, Alexander Kelly. ! 
Davidson county, Mr. Joel Lewis. 
Greene county, Mr. Samuel Frazier. 
Hawkins county, Mr. Joseph M’Minn. - 
Jefferson county, Mr. George Doherty. _ i | 
Knox county, Mr. James White. n 4 
Sullivan county, Mr. George Rutledge. * j i * a 
Sevier county, Mr. John Clack. : a * | 
Washington county, Mr, John Tipton, | 
On motion of Mr. White, seconded by. Mr. Tipton, Teoh WMimn was | 
appointed speaker pro, tent. | 
Adjourned till Monday 9 0 e A.M. I : ; i 


, MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 1798. | | 


Met according to adjournment. 
James Winchester, esq. the speaker, appeared and took the chair. 


Mr. James Ford, the member from "Tennopspe county, appeared ånd 


took his seat, l 
On motion by Mr, M° Minn, seconded by Mr. Rutledge, ordered, that the . 


following message be Sent to the house of representatives: : 


4 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
The Senate is convened and ready to proceed to the dispatch of public . 
business. 
Messages from the house of representatives : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
This house is also convened, and ready to proceed to business. 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, | 


This house have nominated.Messrs. Fort and Gass with such gentle- 
men as you shall appoint to wait upon hie Excellency the Governor, to in- 
form him that the general assembly are ready to receive his communica» 
tions. 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the house of represen- 
tatives : 

Mr. Speaker and Genilenen, ç 

The Senate concur with you in appointing a committee to wait on his 
Excellency the Governor, and name on their part Mr. Kelly. 

On. motion of Mr. White, seconded by Mr. Clack, the house proceeded 
to the appointment of two clerks and a door keeper. 

On motion, Messrs. Lewis and Doherty were appointed to superintend . 
the balloting for two clerks and a deor keeper, who having executed the 
appointment, reported, that George Roulstone was appointed chief clerk, 
Nathaniel Buckingham assistant clerk, and Thomas Bounds door keeper. 

A message from the house of representatives: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


Herewith is sent to you the communication from his Excellency the 
Governor, together with other official papers sent by him. 

Which being read, were referred to a special committee, composed of 
Messrs. Lewis, White, and M’Minn, and the following message ordered to 
be returned : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The Senate having read the addrees of the governor, and the papers ac- 
companying the same, have determined to commit the consideration there- 
of to a special committee, and have named eu their part, Messrs. Lewis, 
White, and M’Minn, to act with such ‘gentlemen as you may join: 


Address of his Excellency the Governor to both houses ef the General“ 
Assembly. 
Knoxville, 30th July, 1796. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives : 


The short time in which I conceived it was necessary to convene the 
‘Legislature, compelled me to call you together on so-short a notice. In 
the first instance it was necessary to give all the time the emergency of 
the occasion would admit of, and in the second from a circumstance that 
the election to be held for Representatives, was approaching so near at 
hand, made it necessary, as I conceived, for the assembly to have it in 
their power, by a timely meeting (should they in their wisdom deem it 
proper) to make an alteration in the act directing the mode of electing ` 
representatives to reprevent this state in the Congress of the United States, 
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before the day of election should arrive, as directed in ‘the aforesaid act ; 
otherwise it might be attended with disputes and contentions of a:diza- 
greeable nature, for by à late act of Congress the intended number. of our 
` representatives is diminished, of course, it proportionably-leseens our num- 
ber of electors for President and Vice President of the United States. 

Thus such 4 derangement will necessarily require an alteration in our 
acts passed for such purposes. 

Our Senators not being recognized in the senate of the United States, 
is another matter for ` your consideration and attention, and for your more 
ample information, the several acts and communications accompanying 
this address, will elucidate unto you the. propriéty-óf ` tay ‘calling the as- 
sembly.together at this time. 

I hope, I may be permitted to observe, that it is of importance, and con- 
dusive to public happiness, to arrange our acts conformably with’ those of 

congress so far as they shall respect this state. 

The foregoing are the reasons why I have thought proper to-convene, 
. the assembly in session on the present day; and I make no doubt you will, 


` through your paternal care, wisdom, and patriotic deliberations, adopt such l | 


measures as will tend to — the public interest and e of 
the state. 


I have the . of announeing to you, gentlemen, the admission of 


the State of Tennessee into the Federal Union, a circumstance pregnant 
with every flattering prospect of peace, happiness and oppulence to our 
infant State. The period is at length arrived when the people of the 
South Western Territory may enjoy all the blessings and liberties of a 
free and Independent republic. 

Permit me to wish you public, domestie and individual Happiness, y while 
I have the honor to be, 


Very respectfully, | 
Your devoted and obedient servant, 
(Signed) JOHN SEVIER. 


A message from the house of representatives: 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

We propose that a committee of claims be appointed, and nominate on 
our pait Messrs. Fort, Blair, and Menefee, to act with such gentlemen as 
you may appoint on your part. 

Which being read was concurred with, and the following message or- 
dered to be returned: , 1 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The Senate concur with you in appointing a committee of claims, and 
name on our part Messrs. Doherty and Rutledge. 

Received from the house of representatives, the remonstrance of An- 
drew Jackson, which being read was referred to the committee of claims 
and returned. 

Received also, g bill directing the mode of electing one representative to 
represent this state in the congress of the United States. 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read was pisted the first 
time and returned. 

Received from the house of representatives the following niessage : : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

This house do propose that the general assembly do convene to-morrow 
at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, in the Representatives Chamber, for the 
purpose of electing two Senators to represent this state in the Congress 
of the United States, which is sent to yod for your concurrence. 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the house of representa- 
tives: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The Senate concur with your proposition to meet in your chamber to- 
morrow at 4 o'clock, P. M. for the purpose of electing two senators to ren- 
resent this state in congress, and'nominate Mr. James White, Mr. William 
Blount, Mr. William Cocke, and Mr. David Campbell, The Senate have 
appointed Mr. Rutledge to superintend the balloting on their pane 

A message from the house of representatives: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We concur with you in referring the papers laid before us by the Gov: 
ernor, to 8 special committee, and have named on our part, Messrs. Blair, 
Lewis, Montgomery, Newell, Weakley, and Conway, to act with such 
gentlemen by you appointed. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o’clock, a. M. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 1796. 


Met according to adjournment. 
A message from the house of representatives: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, | 


This house concur with your message, and on part of this house, do 
nominate Mr, Fort to superintend the balloting with the gentlemen by you’ 
appointed. + 

Received from the house of representatives, a bill to empower the jus- 
tices of each court of the several counties in this state, to lay and have 
the same collected, an additional county tax for the year 1797,—A1so, a 
bill to establish fairs and markets in the county of Greene, each endorsed, 
read the first time and passed. 

‘Ordered that these bills be read, which being read were passed the first. 
time. 

Mr. Frazier moved for leave and presented a bill to amend the law res- 
pecting the revenue and the treasury department, which being read was. 
passed the first time. 

Received from the house of representatives, a bill to amend an act, en- 
titled an act ascertaining the number of judges of the superior courts of 
law and equity, fixing their salaries, and directing their qualifications to 
office, passed at Knoxville, at an assembly begun and held the twenty- 
eighth day of March last past, endorsed, read the first time and passed. 

Ordered that this bill be read, which being read was passed the first 
time. 

Received from the house of representatives, a bill providing for the 
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election of electors of a President and Vice President of the United States, 
e ndorsed, read the first time and passed. 

Ordered that this bill be read, which being read was passed the first 
time and returned. 

Mr. Rutledge from the joint balloting for two senators to represent this 
state in the congress of the United States, reported, that William Blount 
and William Cocke were duly elected senators. 

Received also from the house of representatives, a bill ‘directing the 
mode of electing one representative to represent this state in the Congress 
_ of the United States, endorsed, read the seeond time, amended and passed. ` 

Ordered that this bill be read, which being read, was amended, and 
passed the second time. 
Received from the house of representatives the following e F 


Mr. Speaker c and Gentlemen, ' 

Herewith you have transmitted to you a communication fois the pon 
ernor, for your inspection and concurrence, to the endorsed reference. ` 

A message from the house of representatives : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen; E ae 

This house made the following resolution, which is sent you for. your 
concurrence. 

House of Representatives, August 2, 1796. 

Resolved, that the clerk of the senate and clerk of the house of repre- 
sentatives, shall each transmit a copy of the entry on the journals of each 
house, respectively, of the election of William Blount and William Cocke, . 
Esquires, senators, to represent this state in the Congress of the United 
States, which copies shall be signed by the speakers and attested by the 
clerks of each hause, respectively, which shall be a certificate for his ex- 
cellency the governor, to issue credentials thereupon, to William Blount 
and William Cocke, of their election. 

Recéived a bill to amend the line between Hawkins and Grainger coun- 
ties, and for other purposes, endorsed, read the first time, amended and 

ssed. 
PY Ordered that this bill be read; whipa being ii the first time was re- 
jected. 

eee till to-morrow, 9 o'clock, 4. M. 


| WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3, 1798. 


MET according to adjournment, 

Received from the lonse :of representatives, a bill to amend the law 

respecting the revenue and the treasury department, endorsed, read the 
firat time and passed. 

Ordered, that this bill he read, which being read was aménded and pass- 
ed the second time. ` | 

A message from the house of representatives ; : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlëmen, ` i 

Herewith is sent to you the report of the committee, to whem was re- 

17 ! 


一 
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ferred the communications from the governor, with entries thereon of 
what this house have resolved relative to said report, for your concurrence. 

Your committee to whom was referred the two communications from 
the governor, do report : 

ist. That the objects it embraces are now under the consideration of 
the general assembly in part, and acted upon in part. Respecting the let- 
ter from the secretary at war, your committee do recommend that it be 
resolved, that the governor issue a proclamation agreeably to the purport 
of said letter. On the second communication, your committee taking into 
view the actual situation of the finances of this state, and considering 
that the expenditures of the government will be augmented by the present 
session, are of opinion, that it would be improper to make any application 
for defraying the expences of the road therein mentioned at this time, but 
that the governor be authorised to appoint commissioners, or reviewers, to 
report on the road, when completed, to the next general assembly: All 
which is submitted. 

(Signed) JOHN RHEA, Ch. 


, Ordered that the following message be sent to the house of representa- 
tives: 


Mr.:' Speaker and Gentlemen, | 


The senate concur with you in appointing a committee to wait on Wil- 
liam-Cocke, Esq., and present the address by you W for that pur- 
pose, and name on their part Mr. Lewis. 

A message from the house of representatives: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate, 


This house. have nominated Messrs. Rhea, Lewis and Outlaw, to be a 
committee with such gentlemen as you shall appoint to prepare an address 
to the governor on the subject of his communications to the general as- 
sembly. 

Ordered that the following menage be sent to the house of representa- 
tives: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house concur with yon in appointing a committee to prepare an 
address to be presented to his excellency the governor, in answer to his 
two communications, and have on their part appointed Messrs. Frazier 
and M’Minn. 

A message from the house of representatiyes: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, + 


This house has resolved, that the following address be presented to Mr. 
William Cocke: 

Sır, By a vote of the general assembly of the state of Tennessee, Mr. 
William Blount and yourself, formerly elected senators to represent this 
state in the senate of the Congress of the United States, are again elected 
for that purpose, the general assembly do, on behalf of the citizens of the 
state of ‘Tennessee, express their entire confidence in the fidelity and in- 
tegrity of their senators. 

Mr. Wm. Cocke. 


That a committee be appointed to wait on Mr. Cocke, to present the 


i 
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same, and for that purpose have named Messra. Fort and Blair, to act with 
such gentlemen as you shall appoint, which is sent to you for your con- 
currence. 


Ordered that the following message be sent to the honis of representa- 
tives: 


Mr. Speaker and Genllemen, 


The senate have read for the third and last time the bill directing the 
mode of electing one representative to represent this state, in the Con- 
gress of the United States, and have amended it by striking out of the 
fifth section from the word representative, the words And if the same be 
not decided by the said returning officers, they shall decide it; which 

when thus amended, the clause stands as follows: ‘ Sect. 5. Be it enacted, 
that if two or more candidates have the same number of votes, the. aaid 


returning officers shall decide which of them shail be tepresentative, in 


the same manner as grand jurors are by law drawn for.’ 


If you agree to this amendment you will peas send two of your mem- 


bers to see it made. 5 
Adjourned wnt 3-0 “clock,.. M. 
MET according to 1 ' 


On motion, Mr. Kelly had leave to absent himself from the service of 
this house until Saturday next. 


Received from the house of. representatives, a bill providing for the 


election of electors of a President and Vice President of the United States, 


endorsed, read the second time and passed. 


Ordered, that, this bill be read, which .being read was amended, and 
passed the second time. 


A message from the house of representatives : : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house concur with the amendment by you proposed to the bill, die 


recting the mode of electing one representative, to represent this state in 


the Congress of thé United. tates; and do nominate Messrs. Outlaw and 


Newell to see it made. 

Which being read, the bill directing the mode of electing one represen- 
tative to represent this state in the Congress of the United States was 
read, amended, passed the third time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A message from the house of representatives; 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house have concurred with the report of the committee on the 


remonstrance of Andrew Jackson, Esq. and send it to you for your con- 
currence. . 


Which report is as follows : ~ a ae 

Your committee to whom was referred the remonstrance of Andrew 
Jackson, are of opinion, that if the money appropriated by law, in Mero 
District, to the payment of the attorney, has been appropriated to the use 
of the Territory ; that his remonstrance is in part reasonable and ought to 
be granted: All which is submitted. 


(Signed) | Wu. FORT, Ch. 


10 


Which being read, was ordered fo lie on the table till tomorrow. 
A message from the house of representatives: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house have appointed Messrs, Rhea and Weakley a committee, on 
the part of this house, to act in conjunction with such gentlemen as you 
may appoint, to examine all the bills that may be passed this session of 
the general assembly. 

Which being 1 the following message was returned: š 
Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, 

The senate concur with you in appointing a committeé to examine the 
bills which may.be passed this session, and appoint on their part Mr. 
M'Minn. 

Mr. M’Minn moved for leave and presented a bill, appointing commis- 
5 in addition to those already appointed, f in the county of Grainger, 

e. 

Ordered that this bill be read, which being read, was passed tha first 
time. 

Mr. M’Minn from the committee appointed to examine engtossed bills, 
reported, that they had examined the act directing the mode of electing one 
representative to represent this state in the Congress of the United States, 
‘and found it to be duly engrossed; on which the speaker affixed his sig- 
nature thereto in presence of the house. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o’clock a. m. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 1798. 


Met according to adjournment. 

Received from the house of representatives, a bill to empower the jus- 
tices of each court of the several counties in this state, to lay and have 
the same collected, an additional county tax for the year 1797, endorsed, 
read the second time, amended and passed. 

Ordered that this bill be read, which being read, was amended and pass- 
ed the second time, 

Received also, a bill to authorise the treasurer to pay Charles Robert- 
ron for cutting and clearing a road from the Warm: ‘Springs to Sherrel's 
cove ; endorsed, read the first time and passed. 

Ordered that this bill be read, which being read was rejected. 

Also, a bill to establish fairs ‘and markets in the county of Greene, én- 
dorsed, read the second time and passed. 

Ordered that this bill be read, which being read was rejected. 

Likewise, a bill making compensation to the members, clerks, and daor- 
keepers of the general assembly, and for other purposes. 

Ordered that this bill be read, which being read was passed the first time. 

Received from the house of representatives the following * 


Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, 


This house have appointed the following persons justices of the peace, 
for the severa] counties hereafter mentioned, and have sent it to you for 
your concurrence, 
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For the county of Blount- 

For the county of Carter. I i 

For the county of Davidson——Thomas -Hutehings, J ini Willaimson, 
John Hirk patrick, Robert Edmondson, Thomas Talbot, William Donelson, 
David Beaty, George M' Whirter, Adam Lyn, and Ephraim M’Lain. 

For the county of Grainger. 

For the county of Greene.—Joseph Lusk, Adonijah Morgan, Daniel 
Carter, Thomas Love, David Russell, John Harmon, John Collier, and 
Benjamin M’Nutt, 

For the county of Hawkins,—-- 

For the county of Jefferson.—Peter Fine, and William Job. 

For the county of Knox,—Benjamin Gist, William Read, and Paul Har- 
elson. 

For the county of Montgomery. 

For the county of Roberison.—— 

For the county of ‘Sullivan,—Nicholas Mercer, and J ohn Williams. N 

For the county of Sumner. Daniel Smith. 

For the county of Sevier-——. 


land. 


tives: 


Mr. Speaker and Gece 


The senate concur with your appointment of justices of the peace, ex- 
cept as to Adonijah Morgan, David Russell, and John Harmon, of Greene 
county, and Paul Harrelson, of Knox county. 

The senate nominate the following persons as justices of the peace : 

For the county of Catter—John Hardin. 

For the county of Greene—Robert Wyley. 

For the county of Knox 

The senate nominate Peter Counts as surveyor for the county af Greene. 

The Senate also nominate the following persons as justices of the 
peace: 

For the county of Hawkins—John Young, Isham Reynolds, George 
Roberts, junr. Robert Campbell, Peter Miller, Joseph Webster, Wiiliam 
M’Gehee, and Moses Ball. ae 

On motion of Mr. M’Minn, seconded by Mr. Frazier, the following reso- 
lution was entered into: Whereas it would contribute highly to the ad- 
vantage of this government, as well as to the convenience of travellers 
who may have occasion to pass from any of the southern states to this 
state, by way of the Warm Springs on French Broad, te have opened a 
road sufficient for carriages to pass with as much safety and convenience 
as possible; And whereas it appears that Charles Robertson hath proceed- 
ed to the opening and clearing a réad to the aforesaid Warm Springs, 
and reports it to be in_part completed; Nevertheless, it appearing from 
good authority, that a nearer and better way can be obtained, to the end 
therefore, that the experiment be made, 

Resolved, that John Wilson, George Maxwell, and George Gillespie, be 
appointed reviewers, and they, or a majority of them, are hereby author- 


ised and directed to review both ways, and to report to the next general E 


For the county of Washington.—Tohn MPCallester and Benjamin Hol- 


Ordered, that the following message be gent to the house of representa- - 
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assembly, upon oath, which will admit of the nearest and best way, with 
the probable expence attending the opening the waggon road, together 
with the value of the labour done by Mr, Charles Robertson, on the way 
that he is now opening; for which services, each of the said reviewers 
shall be allowed the sum of one dollar and seventy-five cents for every day 
they shall necessarily be employed i in the discharge of the duties required 
by this resolution. 

Resolved, that the said reviewers shall meet at the house of Charles 
Robertson, on Nolichucky river, on the fifteenth day of September next, 
or as soon thereafter as possible, and proceed to duties of their appoint- 
ment. 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the nonse of represen- 
tatives: ' ; 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We herewith send you a resolution which we have entered into this 
day, respecting the opening a road from the Warm Springs, on French 
Broad, with which your concurrence is requested. 

Received from the honse of representatives, a bill appointing commis- 
sioners in addition to those appointed in the county of Grainger, Sc. en- 
dorsed, read the first time and passed. 

Ordered that this bill be read, which being read was passed the second 
time. 

Mr. M’Minn moved for leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill direct- 
ing the mode of electing the several officers, whose appointment are yest- 
edin the county courts, &c. which was granted. 

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. u. 


Met according to adjournment. 

Mr, M’Minn, who had leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill direct- 
ing the mode of electing the several officers whose appointments are vest- 
ed in the county courts, &c. returned the same with the amendments, 
which being read was passed the second time. 

Received from the hon. William Cocke, esq. the following address: 

The hon. General Assembly of the state of Tennessee : 


Gentlemen, 


Nothing can be a higher reward for faithful services, than the approba- 
tion of a free people—I call my country free, because by their constitu- 
tion they are so. 

I cannot help mentioning to you, I feel the deepest concern to see our 
dearest rights invaded by the supreme legislature of the nation. We are 
by them made subject to the payment of taxes, while we have been un- 
justly deprived of representation. 

We have been deprived of the use of our property for public conveni- 
ence, without any compensation being made, and acts in the stile of laws 
have been passed declaring it highly penal to enjoy the free use thereof: 
Such rode attacks on our constitutional rights enone be remonstrated 
against with freedom and firmness. 

As you are pleased to express your confidence in your senators, permit 
me to assure you, that I have felt the prenten pleasure, in being a witness 
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of the unwearied diligence and patriotic exertions of my colleague, and 
greatly anticipate the pleasure of serving with a man 80 devoted to the 
public good. - 

I hope our opponents in the senate of the united states, will be unable 
to find another quibble, whereby to deprive us of an equal share of the | 
representation that shall make the laws by which we are to be governed. 

Iam, with great respect, i 

Your obedient servant, - 

; WILLIAM COCKE. 
Knoxville, August 3, 1796. ` a 

Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o’clock, À, m 


a i 1 1 
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5 FRIDAY, AUGUST: 5, 1796. 


Met according to 5 

Received from the housé pf representatives, a bill toe laying an addition- l 
al:county tax, endorsed, read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, on motion of Mr. Z 
M’Minn, the following message was ordered to be sent to the house of 
representatives: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The senate have read for the third and last time, the..bill for das an 
additional county tax, and propose amending it, by adding to the last sec- si 
tion after the words ‘Davidson, Montgomery, Robertson, and Washing- 
ton, the words and Hawkins,’ and to strike out the word ‘and’ from 
before the word Washington. If you should agree to this amendment, 
you will please send two of your members to see it made. 

Received from the house of representatives 

A bill making compensation to the members, clerks, and 0 eder of 
the general assembly, and for other Purposes, e rosd the second 
time and passed. | 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being reai Was, On n motion of Mr. | 
M’Minn, withdrawn for amendment. | 

Received from the house of representatives the following message: . | 


Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, 62 =á i 


This house concur with your message with respect to the addition of 
Hawkins, and striking out the word ‘and’ from before Washington; and 
have sent Messrs. Rhea and Gass to see the amendments made. ` 

Which being read, the bill for laying an additional county tax was ta- 
ken up, passed the third time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Ordered, that the sas message be sent to the House of representa- 
tives: 


Mr. Speaker and Ghalani, 


The senate have received from you the bill to amend the law respecting - : 
the revenue and treasury department; it appears by a number of loose | 
and detached papers enclosed in it, that they were intended as amend- 
ments; but the endorsement on the bill says, August 4th, 1796, read the 
third and last time and passed, L. Grimes, C. H. R. The senate wish 


* 
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you to explain whether this bill was amended or not, and if so, in what 

manner, as there appears no order in the amendment, by which they can 

arrange them. š 
A message from the house.of representatives : 


Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, 

The house of representatives propose to appoint a committee to draw 
an estimate of the expenditures of the present general assembly, and re- 
port the same, and nominate on the part of this house Messrs. Weakley, 
Henderson, Lewis, and Fort, to act with such gentlemen as you may 
think proper to add. 

Which being read, the following message was ordered to be returned: 
Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen, | l 

The senate concur with you in appointing a committee to draw up an 
estimate of the expenditures of the present general assembly, and name 
on their part Mr. M’Minn and Mr. Lewis. The senate propose that the 
same committee be instructed to contract with the printer for the printing 
of the acts and journals of this session. 

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. 


Met according to adjournment. 

Mr. M’Minn from the committee appointed to examine engrossed bills, 
reported, that the act for laying and collecting an additional county tax, 
was duly engrossed, whereupon the speaker affixed his signature thereto 
in the presence of the house. 

Received from the house of representatives : 

A bill directing the mode of electing the several officers, whose appoint- 
ments are by the constitution vested in the county courts of pleas and 
quarter sessions ; endorsed, read the second time, amended and passed. 

Ordered, that this billbe read, which beirg read, was passed the third 
time. 

A message from the house of representatives : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

This house concur with you, that the committee appointed to estimate 
the expenditures, shall also contract with the printer, as you observe. 
_ Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o’clock, A. u. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 1796. 


Met according to adjournment. 

Received from the house of representatives, a bill providing for the 
election of electors to elect a president and vice president of the United 
States, endorsed, read the third time, amended and passed. 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, on motion of Mr. 
M’Minn, the following message was sent to the house of representatives: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The senate having read for the third and last time, the bill providing for 
the election of electors of a President and Vice President of the United 
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States. have amended it as follows: In the 8th section after the words 
‘to and from,’ they have added the words, the said place of. election,’ and 
to the bottom of said section, have added the following proviso : Provided 
nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall be so construed as” to 
make any compensation to the electors herein named, for electing the 
electors of.a President and Vice President of the United States. 

The senate have added the following as the 10th and last section of said 
bill; ‘Section 10th, Be it enacted, that an act, entitled, an act providing 
for the appointment of electors to elect a president and vice-president of 
the United States, passed atan assembly begun and held at Knoxville, 
28th of March last past, be. and the same is hereby repealed and made 


void. If you should agree to these amendments you he please send two, 


of your members to see them made. 
Messages from the house of representatives 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, : 
This house hath herewith sent you the journal of the house, in order to 
shew-you their proceedings on the act by you referred to. 


Mr. Speaker and Gienilemen, | i 

The house of representatives propose that a ‘committee be appointed for 
the purpose of drawing up a remonstrance, to be presented to the Con- 
gress of the united states, and nominate on the part of this house, Messrs. 
Rhea, Outlaw, Newell, and Lewis, to act with such gentlemen as you may 
think proper to add. 

Which being read, the following message was ordered to be returned : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The senate cannot concur with your proposition to appoint a committee 
to draw up a remonstrance to Congress until they are informed of the pur- 
port thereof. ` 

A. message from the house of representatives : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

This house do concur with your nomination of justices, for Greene 
county, as to Robert Wyley, in place of Adonijah Morgan, but do insist 
for your concurrence to our nomination of. David Russel as a justice of 
Greene county, also, of John Harman. This house do not concur in the 
nomination of a surveyor for said county. Herewith is sent you a petition 
from Greene county respécting David Russell, for your consideration.— 
This house concur with your nomination of justices for Hawkins county, 
and also nominate John Hogan for Sumner county. 

Which being read, the following message was returned: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The senate concur with your nomination of David Russell, as a justice 
of the peace for Greene county. 


A message from the housè of representatives : : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, i 


This house concur with your message respecting the amendments by 
you proposed, to the bill providing for the electors to elect a president and 
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vice president of the United States, and appoint Messrs. Blair and N ewell 
to see them made. 

Which being read, the bill providing for the election of electors to np, 
a president of the United States, was taken up, amended, passed the third 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Receiyed from the house of representatives, a bill making compensation 
to the members, clerks, and door keepers of the general assembly, and for 
other purposes, endorsed, read the second time, amended and passed. - 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, was amended and 
passed the second time. š 


Adjourned till 3 o*clock, P. M. 


Met according to adjournment. 
A message from the house of representatives: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, | | ' 


This house do not concur with your message respecting the road lead- 
ing {rom the Warm Springs; they considering the resolve passed at the 
last session, is still in force, and sufficiently declaring the opinion of the 
legislature on that subject. 

Mr. M'Minn, from the committee appointed to examine engrossed bills, 
reported, that the act directing the mode of electing the several officers, 
whose appointments are by the constitution vested in the county courts of 
pleas and quarter sessions, was duly engrossed, whereupon, the speaker 
affixed his signature thereto in presence of the house. 

Messages from the house of representatives : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The purport of the remonstrance to be drawn up by the committee, and 
to be presented to Congress, if approved of by the legislature, is respect- 
ing the land below the Holston, and te which the Indian claim is not ex- 
tinguished, and other grievances. 


Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, 


Herewith is sent to you the report of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the communications from the governor; this house have coacurred 
therewith, and have also nominated Messrs. Looney, Clack, and Peck, to 
be a committee wtih such gentlemen as you shall appoint, to wait on the 
governor, and present the same to him, which is sent to you for your con- 
currence. 

Your committee to whom was referred the communications from his ex- 
cellency the governor, report, that the following address be presented to 
him: à 
To his Excellency John Sevier, esquire, governor of the state of Ten- 

nessee : 
SIR, l . 

We are fully sensible, that the important objects by you laid before this 
general assembly, made it necessary for you to convene the legislature at 
this time, 

We rejoice with you in the event of this state being firmly admitted into 
the federal union; and our minds are filled with the most pleasing sensa- 
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tions, when we.reflect on the prosperity and political happiness to-which 
we view as a certain prelude. Be assured, sir, it will be our first and 
greatest care to adopt such measures as will promote the true interests of 
this state, as connected with the American union. 

With respect to our representation, in the senate of. the United States, 
in particular, we flatter ourselves, such steps have been taken, that no 
reason now remains sufficient to justify that body in refusing any longer 
to recognize our senators, 

We view it as essentially necessary to the preservation of peace and 
harmony with the Indian tribes, that the constitutional treaties and laws 
‘should be duly observed; and we have the fullest confidence that the ex- 
ecutive of this state will take proper measures to enforce their due execu- 
tion. ” JOSEPH M’MINN, Ch. 


Which being read was concurred with. 

Received from the house of representatives, a bill amending the laws re- 
spect ing the revenue and the treasury depariments, endorsed, read sa 
third and last time and passed. 

Mr. Doherty moved for leave to withdraw for salad the bill to 
amend the law respecting the revenue and- the treasury department, 
which was granted. ~~ 

Ordered, that the following message be cent to the house of represen- 
tatives :. 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, - 

The senate propose to meet you at half past 7 o’clock this evening, in 
your chamber, to take into consideration: the bill respecting the revenue 
and treasury departments. 

To this message the following answer was received : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
This house cannot concur with you respecting a conference. 
Adjourned till Monday o’clock, A. M. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 1796. 
Met according to adjournment: 


On motion, ordered that the following . message be sent to the house of 


representatives: 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The senate concur with vou in appointing a committee to draw up a 
remonstrance to Congress, and name on their part Messrs. White and Do- 


herty. 
Received from the house of representatives, a bill making compensation 


to the mémbers, clerks & door keepers, of the general assembly, and for 


other purposes, endorsed, read the third time, amended, and passed. 一 Or- 
dered that this bill be read, which being read, on motion of Mr. M'Minn, 
Ordered, that the following message be sent to the house of representa- 
tives: : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
The senate have read for the third and last time, the bill making com- 
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pensation to the members, clerks, and door keepers of the general assem- 
bly, &c. and have amended it, by filling up the blank to George Roulstone, 
eight dollars for stationary, and to Nathaniel Buckingham, eight dollars, 
for engrossing. Also to Thomas Bounds, door keeper, one dollar and sev- 
ty five cents per day. The senate have further amended said bill by stri- 
king out the last section thereof. Should you agree to these amendments, 
you will please send two of. your members to see them made. 
To the foregoing message the following answer was returned : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house concur with your message respecting the clerks and door 
keepers, and amendments to the bill, containing the same, and nominate 
Messrs. Cocke and Rhea to see the amendments made. 

Which being read, the bill making compensation to the members, clerks 
and door-keepers of the general assembly, and for other purposes, was 
read the third time, passed and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Doherty, who had leave to withdraw, for amendment, the bill to 
amend the law respecting the revenue and the treasury departments, re- 
a the same, which being read the third time, was on motion re- 
ject ' 

Mr. M°Min from the. committee to whom was referred the examination 
of engrossed bills, reported that the act providing for the election of elec- 
tors to elect a president and vice president of the United States; and the 
act making compensation to the members, clerks, &c. of the general = 
sembly, and for other purposes, were truly engrossed from the original; to 
which the speaker of the senate affixed his signature. 

A message from the house of representatives: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, I 
This house propose that the committee to whom it was referred to 
draught and report the expences of the present session of assembly, make 
up the estimate to the end of this day and no longer. 

To which the following answer was returned: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
The senate agree that the committee make up the estimate of the ex- 
pences of this assembly to this day inclusive, aa by you proposed. 
Received from the house of representatives the following message : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

This house propose the following resolves, which is sent to you for your 
concurrence. 

Resolved, that à copy of the journals of each house respecting the ap- 
pointment of justices of the peace, to be made out by the clerks respec- 
tively, be signed by the speakers, and sent to the governor to issue the 
commissions. 

Also, the following resolution : 

Resolved, that George Ronlstone print five hundred copies of the jour- 
nals of this present session of the general assembly, to be distribated as 
directed by a resolve of the last session of the general assembly. 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the house of representa - 
tives : 
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Mr. Speaxer and Gentlemen, 

The senate concur wich the resolution entered into by you, respecting 
the commissions of the magistrates, but disagree to the one respecting 
the printing five hundred journals, and offer in lien thereof the following: 

Resolved, that George Roulstone do print five hnndred copies of the laws 
and one hundred copies of the journals of each house, of this assembly, 
and distribute them as directed by a resolve of the last assembly. 

To the foregoing the following answer was received: 


Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, _ 


This house concur with your message respecting the printing the acts 
und journals of this session of the general assembly. 


On motion of Mr. Lewis; seconded by Mr. Rutledge, the following mes- 


sage was sent to the house of representatives: 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


Tiie Senate propose that a joint committee wait on his excellency the 
governor, and inform him, that the general assembly propose adjourning 
this evening, sine die, having finished the public business for N they 
were convened, and name on their part Mr. Lewis. | 

Messages from the house of representatives: i 


Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, 


This house propose to add Alexander Greer and Samuel Williams to 
the nomination of justices of the peace for the county of Carter. 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
This house concur with you in appoint a committee to wait on the 
` governor, and nominate on their part Mesar Gass and Cocke for that pur- 


pose. 

Mr. M' Min from the committee e to contract with the printer 
made the following report: 

Your committee appointed to contract with the printer, report, that 
they have agreed with him to do the printing of this session on the same 
terms as agreed upon for the printing of the last session. 

On motion, ordered, that the following messages be sent to the house of 
representatives : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The senate concur with you in the nomination of Alexander Greer and 

Samuel Williams, as justices of the peace for Carter county. pii 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The senate send you the report of the committee appoin ted to contract 
with the printer for your concurrence. . . 

A message from the house of Representatives: : 


' Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, 


The house concur with your message ° respecting the remonstrance to 


Congress. 
A message from the house of representatives : - 


Mr. asia and -Gentlemen, 
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This house propose to rescind the resolution entered into relative to 
adjourning sine die, and propose to meet to-morrow morning at six o’clock. 
To this message the following answer was returned: 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
The senate agree to adjourn till to-morrow six o’clock, A. u. 
A message from the house of representatives : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
This house have proceeded to amend the remonstrance to be laid before 


Congress, and herewith send the amendment to you for your concurrence. 
Adjourned till to-morrow 6 o’clock, A. M. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 1796. 


Met according to adjournment. 
Mr. White from the committee appointed to draw up a remonstrance to 
be presented to Congress, reported the following : 


To the Hon. the Congress of the United States of America. 

The address and remonstrance of the general assembly of the state of Ten- 

nessee, on behalf of the citizens thereof, 

| Setteth forth : | 

Ist. It appears by an act of Congress, ratified in June, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-six, that the State of Tennessee, is admitted 
into the Federal Union, on an a footing with any of the original states 
in all respects whatever. 

2d. At the beginning of the late Andoin evolution; the United States 
guaranteed to each.state its sovereignty, according to the chartered limits 
thereof :一 And by the treaty of Paris, done in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-three, the king of Great Britain acknowledged the 
United States to be free sovereign and independent, and for himself, his 
heirs and successors, relinquished all claims to the government, propriety 
and territorial rights of the same and every part thereof.—It is believed 
that this relinquishment operated to each state respectively, according to 
the chartered limits thereof, as to right of soil and sovereignty; and in 
the said treaty no provision for a reservation of any Indian claim is 
made. 

3d.. In one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, North Carolina 
made a bill of rights, in the last section of which is contained a declara- 
tion of the sovereignty, right and property of territory, as limited and des- 
cribed in the charter of king Charles, with a proviso, for any nation or na- 
tions of Indians, at the discretion of the legislature. . 

4th. Acting on the principles contained in the first and third section of 
this address (confirmed by those in the second section thereof) North 
Carolina, in the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, 
opened a land office for the sale of lands, within the limits thereof, as ap- 
pears from the preamble of the said act, to operate as extensively as the 
said limits, as is also set forth in the third section thereof, entries for lands 
being to be made with the entry taker of any county within the state for 
claims for any lands lying in such county, except as therein excepted.— 
In the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, by an act of 
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the legislature, the county of Washington was erected, and the limits 
thereof described, containing all the lands within the chartered limits of 

the state, lying between the Appalachian mountains and the river 
` Mississippi (which is now in the state of Tennessee). Under this act, 
the land office for sale of land, first bogun its operations in the said diş 
cribed county, 

bth. In the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, an act 
was passed by the legislature of the state of North Carolina, in the fifth 
section whereof, a line is mentioned and described. It is believed that by 
this act and line, as described in the said section, no relinguishment of 
right of territory is made; but that the said line was declared for certain 
political reasons of the said state. i 

6th. In the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty three, paseed 
another act for the sale of lands. This att revives and continues the first 
act, except what is thereby repealed, and in its object embraces the limits 
described in the act erecting Washington county before alluded to, 


"th. In consequence of 5 and other laws respecting sales of land, 


£ 


by entries made in land offices, and warrants issued thereon, grants have 
been issued in part, and (warrants yet to lay) for lands lying within the 
original limits of the county of Washington. 


8th. In the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, North 
Carolina made a cession of western lands to Congress, for the use of the 
United States, under certain express conditions and subject thereto, as 
contained in the act.of cession for that purpose; and the contract was 
solemnly executed by deed on the part of North Carolina, and accepted on 
the part of Congress on behalf of the United States: Part of the conditions 
of said contract are reported by a committee at the last session of Con- 
gress: And the said act provides, that the governor for the time being 
shall, and is required to perfect such titles in such manner as if the act 
had never been passed. 

9th. The constitution of the United States confirms all engagements 
and contracts entered into by the United States, before the adoption there- 
of; under existing laws, the enterers and grantees of lands lying within 
the said original limits of Washington county, expected they were secure, 
as to the right in fee, and right of possessing the lands by them purchased 
and honestly paid for. 

10th. In the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-five, the 
treaty of Hopewell was made with the Cherokee Indians by the United 
States; but the agent of North Carolina protested against the same. In 


the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, the treaty of Hol- 


ston was made between the United States and the Cherokee Indians, des- 
cribing a line as therein mentioned; And by an act of Congress, passed 
at the last session, fines, forfeitures and imprisonment are enacted against 
claimants and grantees of lands lying beyond said line, for doing things 
‘in said act mentioned. 

11th. This general assembly believe that the enterers.and grantees of 
lands lying over the said line, are much injured by the operation of the 
‘said last mentioned treaty, and are in possibility liable to be much more 
oppressed by the operation of the said last mentioned act of Congress, 
being thereby altogether prohibited from doing any act of ownership, on 
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lands by them, long time past, bong fide contracted and paid for, and for 
which, in part, grants have issued under the faith of North Carolina and 
the United States. , 

12th. It ia believed that the Indians have no fee simple in the lands 
alluded to, otherwise the very deed made by North Carolina to the United 
States would be void.—If the Indians have any kind of claim to the lands 
in question, it is believed to be of the lowest kind of tenancy, namely that 
of tenants at will. I 
. 13th This legislature ever willing to support the constitution and 
laws of the United States, made pursuant thereto, being impressed with a 
sense of the injury and grievances sustained by the citizens in consequence 
of the line of the said treaty of Holston, and the act before mentioned, do 
earnestly request, that the prohibitions preventing them to possess the 
Jands before alluded to may be remoyed 一 That provision by law be made 
for extinguishing the Indian claim to said Jands—That the owners and 
grantees of said lands, may enter upon, occapy and possegs the same.in a 
full and ample manner, and have every right, privilege, and advantage, 
which they are entitled to by constitutional laws; which justice being 
done to the citizens of this state, the officers of government will be enabled 
to execute the constitutional laws of the United States with ease and con- 
venience. 

On motion, ordered that the ere message be sent to the house of 
representatives : | @ 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The business of the general assembly being’ ended, this house propose 


_ adjourning sine die. 


A message from the house of N : 


Mr. Speaker and Glenttemen, | 

This house propose the following resolution, which is sent to you for 
your concurrence : 

Resolved, that it shall be a duty of the senators and representative of 
this state in the Congress of the United States, to lay a remonstrance of 
this legislature before Congress, and endeavor that the object thereof be 
obtained. 

To which the following message was returned : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The senate concur with you in the resolution by you entered into, res- 
pecting the remonstance to be presented to Congress. 

A message from the house of representatives : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The house concur with your message proposing an adjournment sine die. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, seconded by Mr. Tipton, Resolved unanimous- 
ly that the thanks of this house be presented to the Hon. James Winches- 
ter, for his assiduity and attention to public business as speaker thereof. 

On motion the house adjourned sine die. 

JAMES WINCHESTER, 
i Speaker of the Senate. 
By order, 
GEORGE ROULSTONE, 
Clerk of the Senate. 


ESTIMATE of the pay of the members, clerks, and door keepers of the gen» 
eral assembly, begun and held at Knoxville, on the 30th day of July, 


1796. 
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l > I 
NAMES; ` L 2 
° 2 
3 < 
aaa ; 
Alexander Kelly, 7 |$1 75 $14 
Joseph Black, 10 7 19 60 
Littlepage Sims, 8 16 52 
Joel Lewis, 10 45 50 
Robert Weakley, 10 45 50 
Seth Lewis, 10 45 50 
Samuel Frazier, . 10 28 70 
Joseph Conway, 10 25 62 
John Gass, 10 28 
Joseph M Min. 10 128 70 
Thomas Henderson, 10 25. 50 
John Cocke, . 6 15 40 
George Doherty, 10 21 70 
Alexander Outlaw, 10 24 50 
Adam Peck, . 10 21 42 
James. White, 10 17 50 
John Menefee, 10 17 50 
John Crawford, ` 10 17 50 
George Rutledge, 10 34 30 
John Rhea, 10 34 30 
David Looney, 10 34 30 
James Winchester, 10 40 60 
Stephen Cantrel, 10 43 40 
William Montgomery, 10 42 70 
John Clack, 10 21 70 
Spencer Clack, 10 21 70 
Samuel Newel, 10 19 18 
James Ford, 10 48 30 
William Fort, 10 48 30 
John Tipton, 10 32 76 
James Stuart, 7 26 25 
John Blair, 10 30 52 
George Roulstone, C. S. 10 25 
Nathaniel Buckingham, 
assistant clerk to do, 10 17 50 


Allowance to George Roul- 
stone for stationary, 

` Allowance to Nathaniel 
Buckingham for engross - 
ing, | 

Ludwell Grymes, clerk 
house of representatives, 

John Hillsman, assistant 
clerk to do. 

Ludwell Grymes, for sta- 
tionary, 
John Hillsman, for do. 
Thomas Bounds, door- 
keeper to the senate, 
John Rhea, door-keeper 
the house of represen- 
tatives, 

John Rhea for contingen- 
cies, 


10 


10 


10 
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2 50 


1 75 


1 75 


1 75 


